We are not compelled by law to put our children first, as community and state we choose to work together for our children.
The passing of Act 87, 2008 codified the voluntary process of Child Death Review established in Pennsylvania in 1991.  This law was not created with the intent to force communities or the state to do what is correct or right but to assure that Local Child Death Review Teams would be protected and have the ability to accomplish their mission of promoting the safety and well-being of infants, children, adolescents and young adults to reduce preventable fatalities.

These three Components of Public Health Child Death Review Act were created to support the opportunity for collaboration around this mission.  

1. [image: image1.png]
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Confidentiality:

Local and State Review teams shall maintain the confidentiality of any identifying information obtained relating to the death of a child.
Confidentiality Agreements are signed by each member of the state and local public health child death review team and any person appearing before the team shall also sign a confidentiality agreement.

An individual or agency who, in good faith, provides information or records to the state or local public health Child Death Review Team shall not be subject to civil or criminal liability as a result of providing the information or record.
The proceedings, deliberations and records of a State or Local Public Health Team are privileged and confidential and shall not be subject to discovery, subpoena or introduction into evidence in any civil or criminal actions.

Persons who violate the provisions of confidentiality commit a misdemeanor of the Third Degree.
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State Team
A Multidisciplinary team comprised of local professionals and representatives from state agencies who review data submitted by local child death review teams, develop protocols for child death reviews and develop child death prevention strategies. 
Local Team
Teams representing a county or  counties (two or more)  that are comprised of professionals from organizations and local agencies that review cases of child deaths (birth through 21st year)  in accordance with protocols established by the State Public Health Child Death Review Team.
Program

The program is established by the department of health to facilitate state and local multiagency, multidisciplinary teams to examine the circumstances surrounding deaths in the Commonwealth for the purpose of promoting safety and reducing child fatalities.

Team Members 
Local Teams started their development in 1998 and continued to work to bring identified members to the table of review.  Act 87 defines the core member for both the State and Local Teams.
State Team Members
Consists of these individuals or their designees: The Secretary of Health; Secretary of Public Welfare; The Director of the Office of Children Youth and Families, Commissioner of the PA State Police, The Attorney General, Fire Commissioner, Director of the Bureau of Emergency Medical Services, Appointed: physicians of pediatric medicine and family medicine, representation of local law enforcement, a medical examiner, district attorney, coroner.  Additional state team members include: representatives from the local public health child death review teams and others deemed appropriate by the Secretary of Health.
Local Team Members 

Local teams are comprised of these individuals: The director of County Children and Youth agency (or designee), district attorney (or designee), county coroner or medical examiner, representative of emergency medical services, local public health agency, local law enforcement and pediatric or family physician appointed by county commissioner and any other person deemed appropriate by a majority of the local child death review team. Local teams shall elect a chair annually.
Power and Duties
State Team 
The state team will review data submitted by the local teams, develop protocols, develop prevention strategies and assist the department in implementing the program.
Local Team
Local Teams will review all child deaths (birth through 21st year) and may review records necessary to conduct the review.  These are laid out in the detail of the Act 87. 

Local Teams will utilize the child death review data collection system to report their findings and produce an annual report that: identifies factors of risk for injury and death and makes recommendations regarding the health and safety policies in the commonwealth and the coordination of services and investigations by child welfare and other agencies..
The local teams are charged to make recommendations to their local agencies relating to the procedures and other actions to reduce injury and death of children.
Meetings
Meetings of the State and Local Public Health Child Death Review Team at which a specific child death is discussed shall be closed to the public and shall not be subject to the provisions of 65 Pa.C.S. Ch.7 (related to open meetings) 

Nothing in the act shall prevent a state or local team from allowing the attendance of a person with information relevant to a review at a child death review meeting.   

